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Empowering women and girls to realize their dreams of economic self-sufficiency 
and social equality resulting in a better society for all. 

 

 

 
 



2011 Women of Achievement and Courage Award, Trillium Award 
 
Background: 

The Women of Achievement and Courage Award was established in 1990 to honor and recognize women whose 

accomplishments inspire other women to achieve their life goals and undertake challenges that make  positive differences 

for individuals, communities and the state. The Trillium Award recognizes a Michigan woman for lifetime achievement.  

 

MWF is looking to honor women of diverse backgrounds who have been role models in our community.  The women 

we seek have shared their visions , talents and leadership skills to help build communities and inspire other women 

to create change in their professions, homes and communities. 

 

Selection Process:   

The committee will review all nominations and select the award winners.  The 2011 award recipients will be honored at 

both Michigan Women’s Foundation’s fundraising events held in Southeast Michigan at a dinner on Tuesday, March 29, 

2011 and at a luncheon in Grand Rapids on Tuesday April 12, 2011. 

 

Criteria: 

 Commitment to community service and/or philanthropy 

 Outstanding personal achievement within her profession and/or community 

 Leadership of the highest caliber which illustrates strength of character, flexibility, creativity and strategic 

thinking 

 Proven record of being a mentor and role model for others 

 Notable achievements in her professional field or community that demonstrates her ability to empower and 

inspire others 

 Based in Michigan; visible and recognized within her profession and/or community. 

 

Guidelines 

To nominate your candidate, please submit: 

1. The Nomination Form  

2. The résumé or curriculum vitae of the nominee 

3. A narrative profile consisting of no more than two (2) typewritten pages. 

The profile should summarize your nominee’s achievements based upon the above criteria.  Additionally, you are 

encouraged to contact your prospective award candidate colleagues to learn more about her accomplishments. 

4. Copies of published articles concerning your nominee’s awards and/or accomplishments may also be attached.  

(Please no more than six (6) additional pages!) 

Trillium Award for Lifetime Achieve and Courage Award submission may be returned by mail, fax or email by July 

31, 2010 and must be postmarked or dated no later than July 31, 2010. 

Women of Achievement and Courage submissions may be mailed, faxed or emailed by August 15, 2010 to: 

 

Michigan Women’s Foundation 

Attn:  WOAC Nomination Committee 

18530 Mack Avenue, Suite 562 

Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 

Fax:  (313) 640-0157 

Email:  ekurta@comcast.net 

 

Packages sent by U.S. mail must be postmarked no later than August 15, 2010.  All faxed and emailed material must be received by 

August 15, 2010.  Please contact Beth Kurta, Executive Administrator, Michigan Women's Foundation at (313) 640-0128, extension 

201 or ekurta@comcast.net with questions.  Thank you of your help in recognizing Michigan women. 

 

mailto:ekurta@comcast.net
mailto:ekurta@comcast.net


2011 Nomination Form 
Nominee Information:    Trillium Award ______           WOAC Award_____ 

 
Name:           Title:       

 

Company/Organization Name:             

 

Company/Organization Address:            

 

City:           State:     Zip:      

 

Website:               

Or 

Community Service/Philanthropy____________________________________________________________ 

 

Organization’s Address:              

 

City:           State:     Zip:      

 

Website:               

 

Nominee’s Home Address:             

 

City:           State:     Zip:      

 

Telephone (work):        (home):      (other):     

 

Email Address:               

 

Your Information : 
 
Name:           Relationship to Nominee:    _____________ 

 

Address:                

 

City:           State:     Zip:      

 (Please indicate whether this is your business or home address)    [   ] Home [   ] Business 

 

Telephone (work):        (home):      (other):     

 

Email Address:                

 

If you have questions, please contact Michigan Womenõs Foundation at ekurta@comcast.net or by 
telephone at (313) 640-0128, extension 201. 

mailto:ekurta@comcast.net


Michigan Women's Foundation 
 

For more than 20 years, the Michigan Women's Foundation has championed the cause of social justice for 

women and girls through education, advocacy and leadership development.  Our work is rooted in the 

three principles of women’s rights:  economic self-sufficiency, freedom from violence and access to quality 

health services and information.   

 

As the only statewide foundation specifically dedicated to improving the lives of women and girls, the 

Michigan Women’s Foundation has been a powerful force for change.  Since 1986, we have helped women 

of all ages overcome disadvantages, learn new skills, and reach their full potential.   

 

As a pioneer in women’s philanthropy, the Michigan Women's Foundation faces changes head on.  But we 

do more.  By leveraging the gifts of individuals, foundations and corporations, MWF in turn makes grants 

to many emerging and established nonprofit organizations that provide services to Michigan women and 

girls. Through 2009 we have given over $3.2 million to more than 540 programs impacting the lives of 

women and girls.                                                                                                                                                                      

 

We invite you to join us by nominating a deserving woman for this prestigious award. 

 

Women of Achievement and Courage Award Past Honorees 
 

1990 
ñCelebrity Roast 
Honoringéò 
Mildred M. Jeffrey 
 
1991 
ñThe Supremesò 
MI Supreme Court 

Justice Patricia J. 
Boyle  

MI Supreme Court 
Justice 
 Dorothy Comstock 

Riley 
 
1992 
ñOutstanding Women in 
Healthcareò 
Sharon M. Buursma 
Dr. June E. Osborn 
Dr. Marjorie Peebles-
Meyers 
 
1993 
ñWomen in Athleticsò 
Merrily Dean Baker 
Brenda Gatlin 
Kathy Fisher 
Dolly Niemiec Konwinski 
Myrna Patrich 
Sue Barthold 
Jackie Kolbe 
Arlene ñToodyò Wagner 
 

 
1994 
ñWomen Entrepreneursò 
Betty S. Burton 
Esther Gordy Edwards 
Irma Elder 
Edith L. Gorter 
Florine Mark 
Dorothy L. Zimdar 
 
1995 
Helen Claytor 
Mary Fisher 
Helen Milliken 
Rosa Parks 
 
1996 
Alexa Canady, MD 
Hortense G. Canady 
Aretha Franklin 
Dorothy A. Johnson 
 
1997 
Marie Farrell Donaldson 
Betty Ford 
Karla Scherer 
Susan Watson 
 
1998 
Vernice Davis Anthony 
Gladys Beckwith 
Eleanor Josaitis 
Joan Leudders Wolfe 
 

 
1999 
Pamela Aguirre 
Erma Henderson* 
Elizabeth Upjohn 
Mason 
Margaret Taylor Smith 
Aleicia Woodrick 
 

2000 
Gerry Barrons 
Deborah Insley Dingell 
Donnalee Holton 
Lendell McEwen 
Stella Royce 
 

2001 
Grace Gilchrist 
Patricia Hill Burnett* 
Kate Pew Wolters 
Margaret Sellers Walker 
Debra White-Hunt 
 

2002 
Carolyn Bearinger 
Henry Paideia Academy 
Mildred M. Jeffrey* 
Nettie Seabrooks 
Jeanne Towar 
 

2003 
Dr. Ortheia Barnes-
Kennerly 
Michelle Engler 
Mayor Rillastine Wilkins 
Rita Williams 
 

 
2004 
Beth Chappell 
The Honorable Carolyn 
     Cheeks Kilpatrick 
Eileen DeVries 
Diane Madsen 
Jay Roberts-Eveland 
Mary Ellen Sheets 
 

2005 
Dr. Grace Lee Boggs* 
Jeanne Englehart 
Mary Kramer 
Dr. Barbara A. Mieras 
Nancy Schlichting 
 
2006 
Maryann Mahaffey* 
Sr. M. Aquinas Weber 
Kim Horn 
Leslie Murphy 
Rochelle Riley 
 

2007 
Marjorie Beth Goebel* 
Birgit M. Klohs 
Gail Perry-Mason 
The Honorable Anna 
    Diggs Taylor 
Marianne Udow 
 

 
2008 
Jean Enright 
Dr. Haifi Fakhouri 
The Honorable Denise 
     Page Hood 
Mary Ellen Rogers 
Bea Sacks* 
 

2009 
Sarah Earley 
Suzanne Geha 
Dr. Patricia Maryland 
Cynthia Pasky  
Nancy Skinner 
*Helen Thomas 
 
2010 
Dr. Mary Sue Coleman* 
Ellen James 
Diana Lewis 
Sandy Pierce 
Marge Byington Potter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*Trillium Lifetime 
Achievement Award 


